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Christmas Mass
Times (Qld Time)

Christmas Eve
24 December 2022
St Monica’s Tugun

6pm Qld
St Augustine’s
Church,
Coolangatta

9pm Qld

Christmas Day
25 December 2022
St Augustine’s
Church,
Coolangatta

8am Qld
St Monica’s Tugun
9.30am Qld

Sacrament of Reconciliation Times
(Qld Time)
By Appointment with the Parish Priest
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Feedback
Father John's Golden Jubilee

Fr John’s Jubilee Celebration

On Sunday, 7 August, the Parish communities of
St Augustine and St Monica were able to join Father
John, his family and friends in the Parish Hall at
Tugun to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of his
Ordination to the priesthood. It was a joyous
occasion and was celebrated by many.
Father John Scarrott was ordained in St
Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane, at 10 am on
Wednesday, 9 August. It was Exhibition Wednesday.
He was ordained by the then Auxiliary Bishop of
Brisbane, Henry Kennedy, who was later to become
the Bishop of Armidale. This was the reason why he
chose the actual anniversary date to celebrate his
Golden Jubilee, concelebrating the mass with his
friend, Father John Maher, and in the presence of
parishioners, other friends and family. What made it
even more special was that Father John was able to
proudly wear the actual vestments that his parents
had given him at his Ordination

The traditional date for Ordinations before this
had been 29 June. Early August was chosen over
the next 3 or 4 years as the seminarians attended
university and this fitted in with their three terms of
study, which was the case in the past.
In Father John’s homily, he stated that he has
tried to live his life by St Paul’s advice in his First
letter to the Corinthians, 9:22: “I make myself all
things to all men to save some at any cost.”
He then went on to say that sometimes this has been
hard to do when Christianity is being attacked from so
many sides.
Throughout his ministry, Father said that he has
always tried to respect people and see ideas from
their point of view, which did not necessarily mean
that he agreed with them. Father went on to add that
every ministry he’s been called to has opened new
opportunities for him to learn and listen. He pointed
out that in Ruth 1:15-18 she expresses “ Your people
will be my people and your God my God,” which he
states is how we build community by respecting and
learning from one another and trusting in the working
of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Father concluded, “I pray that God will continue to
bless our community and that together we can pray
with St Paul, “I do it for the Gospel, and with the hope
of sharing its reward.
Since Fr John celebrated his Jubillee, he has also
announced that he will retire at Christmas time.
Thank you Fr John for your faith and service!

The Foot Stop Podiatry.
'The Podiatrists Who Really Care'

Home Visits + Clinic: 2 Saffron St, Elanora.
Ph: 0434849933 or 07 5658 1199
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OUR ‘ON-SITE’ ANGEL— DEL
When Del first arrived in our
parish, she, her husband and family
lived in a flat behind St Augustine’s
until they found a property to buy.
The first person she met in the parish
who befriended her was Carmel
Hinton, from St Monica’s parish.
Father Brady was the Parish
Priest and in those days, and mass
times were 7am, 9am and 5.30pm. With the arrival of the
next parish priest, Father Kevin, mass times were changed.

Del first started arranging flowers for the church in 1994,
over the Pentecost weekend. She arrived just as Rose
Ahrens retired and so went on to help Trish Lawrence with
this job.
Del loved the camaraderie between all the workers.
Although her husband Roy, was not a Catholic, he would
always drive Del to church, be it to mass or to help out.
At this time, a parishioner called Leo Flynn used to provide
flowers for mass, some from his garden and some bought.
Hec Smith used to provide gladioli which Leo paid for. Silk
flowers were used once there was no longer a benefactor
providing fresh flowers for the church.
Del said that she loved to liaise with
the brides when working with the
flowers. She remembers one particular
wedding when Archbishop Bathersby’s
niece got married, because the church
was awash with dahlias of all colours
and sizes.
Del worked as a Eucharistic Minister and reader from
1982, and when rostered on, she would give Communion to
those who requested it in John Flynn, accompanied by
Brian Mason. Del also went to Kirra
Haven once Dulcie Kinnane retired.
With the retirement of Trish, Father
Kevin offered Del the position of
Sacristan. Her first day on duty was
Palm Sunday, 2000, but due to a
misunderstanding, no palms were in
evidence. Del was shattered at this
inauspicious start to her ministry.
For those who are unaware, a Sacristan has many
duties, such as laundering Father’s Alb and church linen.
In addition to this, Del was responsible for looking after
Father’s vestments, cleaning the brass and washing the
vessels, ensuring that all was in order for Mass and all
Liturgical celebrations. She was also responsible for
cleaning rosters, and opening and closing the church for
weddings and funerals.
Between the years of 1997 and 2000 Del was a member
of the Parish Council.
One day, when Cathy Muggeridge and Del were
together, they discussed ways they might be able to raise
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as interviewed by Nicola Hanzic
money for St Augustine’s restoration. Del came up with
the idea of holding a concert in the church. Permission
was sought from Father Kevin,
and granted. A committee was
formed, composed of Del, Cathy
Muggeridge, Brenda Hindmarsh,
Maureen Delarue, Marie Hanson,
Barry Bailey and Father Kevin.
Del says that she is immensely
proud of ‘The Soaring to the Heavens’ Concerts held each
April, July and October between 2006 - 2011. She thinks
that the first one was probably the most spectacular, in part
due, no doubt, to the novelty of it all. A Jazz Concert was
once held in June 2008 as part of the Wintersun festival.
Another wonderful thing throughout was the amazing
support of the local business community, who willingly
displayed posters promoting the event. Then there were
the indefatigable members of the local Uniting Church at the
bottom of the hill who were the best supporters of this
venture, selling many tickets as well as turning up in large
numbers to attend the event.
In order to make this event possible, special performers
were needed. Del got in touch with many people
including the Gold Coast City Choir and the Murwillumbah
Philharmonic Society. As this was a fund raising event, the
singers and musicians approached were happy to accept
only the $300 appearance fee that was on offer.
On the day, wine, cheese and biscuits were available
before the concert started, and then afternoon tea was
provided on the lawn under a marquee during the interval.
This definitely helped to set the tone and make the
afternoons so successful. These concerts were memorable
times and certainly only came to pass through the
dedication and hard work of the committee, as well as from
the generosity of all the wonderful performers.
Del and Roy were thrilled to receive an Apostolic
Blessing from Pope Benedict XXI which Fr Kevin
Smith presented on their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
In 2015, Del’s older son and his partner, took both mothers
on a wonderful trip overseas. What a treat that was!
Del said that she loves St
Augustine’s and its friendly community
and felt privileged to have been asked
by Father John to represent the parish
at the Episcopal Ordination of Father
Ken Howell as the new auxiliary Bishop
of Brisbane on 14 June 2017.
Disaster struck in October, 2017.
Del had a heart attack, and whilst on
the way to John Flynn Hospital, the ambulance was
involved in a collision. It rolled over 3 times coming to a halt
on the wrong side of the highway, upside down. As Del was
strapped in, she only received lacerations to the palms of
her hands. .
{cont’d on page 8}

457 Golden Four Drive, Tugun
Ph: 5534 2327
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Letters
Fr John comments
Every Christmas
is a new beginning
for each one of us
and for our world.
For
me,
this
Christmas is a new beginning in a
different way. I move from active
ministry to retirement turning 75 next
February. All I’ve known for 57 years
has been living in the Church, first in
the Seminary and then in parishes.
So 2023 is a new beginning. Letting
go and taking on. I enter a new stage
of life. I have been a collector all my
life; of books, of music, of newspaper
articles that I thought might have
some appeal in some talk. I still
have my copy of Black Beauty
which Grandma Scarrott gave me
when I was five in August 1953, well
before I could read it. Now, I need to
downsize in a major way. Moving on
and leaving friends behind has

always been a part of my
life, but I never forget.
I will be living at South Brisbane
in Merivale Street, next to the
Greek Club with 7 other priests.
One of them was my parish priest
when I was ordained, and the
others are all friends of mine. So
this will make the transition easier.
But it will be a big transition for me.
I will need to set a new routine.
Reading will play a big part. I love
jazz and particularly Duke Ellington
and I have hundreds of his CDs and
his records and many books about
him. I have some special theology
books by Karl Rahner, Edward
Schillebeeckx and Karl Jung,
amongst others, which I will enjoy
reading again. And I have my two
guitars and my saxophone which I
can now enjoy again.

In my 50 years in parishes, I
have seen many changes. I entered
the Seminary just after the
conclusion of the Second Vatican
Council and in those 57 years I
have seen the development of the
laity’s rightful role in the Church.
And it is still developing. We are
the Church – together! We just
need to hang in there. One of my
favourite saints is Saint Thomas
More who only lost his head when
he could no longer work with Henry
VIII and maintain his conscience.
We can not influence the Church
from outside. Keep up the good
fight I will continue to take an
active interest in the affairs of all my
friends and I wish you well.
Please pray for me
as I begin this new
stage of my life.
Fr John Scarrott

On Tuesday 27 September, the feast of St
Vincent de Paul, a Festival Mass was celebrated
at Holy Family Church, Runaway Bay. At the
mass, new members were inducted and long
service awards were presented.
The accompanying photos show our parish’s inductees
and award recipients.
Following the mass, the local Catholic Women’s League
provided a delicious and hearty supper.
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOMED AND NEEDED.

Below is a letter received from Pat Mullins, an
original Editor of the ‘AM’ Magazine.
Dear Chris,

Inductees: l-r, Therese

Sharkey, Nathaniel
Gaughan, Marysia Keyes

Award recipients: l-r,
Michael Canny - 5 years,
Gaston Lo - 20 years,
Margaret Canny - 5 years
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What a lovely surprise to receive your parcel of the
A-M’s! I will certainly read through them - as time
allows me. I saw you at times with your Dad at
Coolangatta, when we had combined parish functions.
When I learned he had passed on and you were
retiring from an IT job in one of the schools, I said to
Brenda - Chris would be a gift for the A.M. I was not
wrong - they are very classy magazines for a Parish.
Thank you for your input, Chris.
Thank you for thinking of me. Blessings.
Pat Mullins

Tugun Fruit & Flowers

Ph: 0455 342 026
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Give Thanks

by Phil Kimmins

Gratitude is an essential social
lubricant. Like good manners, it
enables civilised interactions among
members of society and helps to
prevent chaos. People like to know
that their behaviours, their gestures
are appreciated, or at least
acknowledged, so even the throw-away “thank you”,
offered with as much sincerity as a shop assistant’s “have
a nice day”, has value.

The essence of ‘giving thanks’, however, implies more
than a mindless, reflexive nod to custom and good
manners. To give thanks sincerely is to apply conscious
thought to our appreciation.
When you read the title of this piece, doubtless the
religious connotations came first to mind and that is as it
should be. As children of God, our lives have meaning
only if we believe the promises made to us by our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gifted us with the ultimate
sacrifice of Himself. Give thanks for that? You bet we do
but in a world beset increasingly by the depredations of the
ungodly, it is not always easy to appreciate what we have.
Observing the trials of our less fortunate fellow travellers
around the world should make this easier. But does it?
And how often have we seen the faces of the world’s
poorest suffused with joy over the simplest of things?
Gratitude is relative. A batsman dismissed for 99 is
probably less grateful for those runs than a consistent dill
who scores 10.
Whatever trials have beset us have been faced from
the relative comfort and security of a nation that enjoys
one of the world’s highest standards of living. But an
embarrassment of riches is not always seen for what it is!
Much less is it always appreciated. We, in the West, are
forever banging on about our freedoms, without really
knowing what it is to be free. How can we set a value
on freedom if we’ve never been without it? I believe this
also holds true for being genuinely thankful. Generally
speaking, we have so much that it’s easy to be grateful:
“What a glorious day – thank you Lord; for the roof above
my head and the food on my table – thank you Lord; for the
treasures of family and friends – thank you Lord”. Easy,
isn’t it? The obverse of the coin reveals those with no love,
no food, no comfort of any kind. Do we give Pharisaic
thanks that we are not as they, or do we give thanks for our
blessings by sharing what we have? “From those to whom
much is given, much is expected” and so of course, we
share, in whatever way we can, and whatever thanks we
are given by the recipients of our sharing, should pale
beside the thanks we offer to God for the opportunity to
truly please Him.
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Perhaps too, they are the more fortunate ones in the
long run, for we know how Jesus loved the poor, the
downtrodden, the afflicted. In this realm, however, they
may take some convincing of their favoured status, nor
would they be the only ones. I believe this speaks directly
to our understanding of God’s plan for us. The thing is,
God’s plan can be mighty hard to comprehend in a world
rife with pain and suffering. I confess my ignorance on this
score as the Catechism, for me at least, falls well short of
an illuminating explanation. It’s often said that the temporal
world is Satan’s realm and if so, perhaps this is the ‘hell’ to
which Jesus descended before rising — His experiences
here were certainly hellish.
So what does God want for us? The concept of ‘God’s
Will’ has been much misused over the centuries — in
numerous instances, horribly so. The Crusaders in the
Holy Land were wont to rain down unholy slaughter on
entire Muslim populations, crying “God wills it” as they
slashed and hacked their blood-soaked way to what they
saw as a righteous result. Do we believe it is part of God’s
plan that men, women and children be cut to pieces? Did
God will the murder of concentration camp victims? The
abuse of children? When we put this questio, all too often
comes the knee-jerk response, “It’s God’s Will”. Really?!
To my mind, that answer is an abomination. How could the
God of the New Testament possibly wish this upon us?
Well, God does not wish this of course, but too often do we
hear people bitterly lament that God is dead, or has given
up on us in disgust. I think many believe that God should
intervene in the affairs of humankind so that innocents
shouldn’t suffer, that gross injustices should not be
perpetrated, and while these outcomes are much to be
desired, how would that correlate with the free will with
which we have been gifted? We can’t have it both ways
and what would be the value of an earthly existence in
which we can make whatever choices we wish, but God
will bail us out if it all goes pear-shaped? A child wrapped
in cotton wool learns little. I believe we’re here to learn the
essential spiritual and humanitarian values, to be tried in
the crucible of earthly suffering and experience but
principally, to learn how to love. If we can learn this and
practise it, we will be thanking God by obeying His most
important command to us.
For myself, I’m just grateful that I’m a part of the plan,
however inscrutable it may be to me and now, with the
season of Christmas upon us, we are afforded the
opportunity to give thanks as a community, to give thanks
with grateful hearts. For everything.

Huram Pillars Pty Ltd
Investment Company

There is a need for Special Communion
Ministers for John Flynn Hospital! If you are
looking for something to do to add to the
community Parish effort, this is a valuable ministry.

Ph: 0477 120 924
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Parish Activities
“Did You Know?” - Advice Corner
With all the housing construction
conducted on the Gold Coast at
present, it may be helpful to know
the noise restrictions for building.
‘Building work noise is regulated
by
the
State
Government’s
Environmental Protection Act 1997
(EPA). According to the EPA, a
person must not carry out building
work in a way that makes an
audible noise:
*before 6.30am, or after
6.30pm, Monday to Saturday,
and
*not at all on Sunday.
A permit is required for
construction work outside of normal
hours. Concern- ring 1800637000.
‘Regulated devices (eg lawn
mowers, power tools, leaf blowers):
On-the-spot fines may be
issued if noise can be clearly heard
at premises between these times:
*7pm and 7am from Monday
to Saturday,
*7pm and 8am on Sunday or
Public Holiday.’

Tweed Shire has similar limitations
under the Protection of the
Environment
Operations
Act
(POEO) with power tools and
equipment
restricted:
*8pm to 7am on weekdays,
*8pm to 8am on weekends
and Public Holidays.

TRIVIA:
Who are the Four Kings?
In playing card packs,
there are four kings.
It was believed, though never
official, that each king
represented an historical king.
King David of Israel
was the Spade.
Alexander the Great
of Macedonia was
the Club.
King Charlemagne
of France was the
Heart.
Roman Caesar
Augustus was the Diamond.

PARISH COUNCIL
Well where do we start. As you already
know, our Parish Priest, Fr John Scarrott
will retire at Christmas. On behalf of the
Parish Council, I want to thank him for all
he has done since he arrived ten years
ago and we wish him a long and happy
retirement.
The repairs to St Monica are well under way finally,
once the external problems are finished the contractors
will start in the inside, repairing and painting.
The repairs to the water leak at St Augustine’s has
been inspected and we are awaiting further information.
We have been talking about having a Welcome to
Country and Smoking Ceremony at our Churches where
we will unveil our Welcome to Country plaques.
We have been in touch with Uncle Allan Lena, a
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Farewell to
Megan!

We bid farewell
and God’s blessings
to Megan as she
moves
to
the
Sunshine Coast with
her family where her
husband, Martin, takes up the role of
principal of St John’s College Nambour.
We are sad to let her go.
Her bright personality, dedication to
detail, her creativity in getting the message
of God’s love out to parishioners is
exemplary. Her love as a Mum to her
three children, Noah, Annabelle and Lily is
edifying. Her care and concern for our
parish community has enabled us to face
and overcome the many
challenges presented to us
in recent times.

Megan, go with our love
and prayers.

Fr John Scarrott
May you always have walls for the wind,
a roof for the rain, tea beside the fire,
laughter to cheer you, those you love
near you - Home Sweet Home

Traditional Custodian and Elder of the Yugambeh
Language Group/ Bundjalung Nation, who has agreed
to carry out these ceremonies for us. Uncle Allen has
performed this ceremony at St Augustine’s School
previously.
We were hoping to have this happen before Fr John
retired but, unfortunately, due to busy schedules with both
Fr John and Uncle Allen, we could not get a suitable date.
We have now booked Uncle Allen for the Ceremonies to
be held during Reconciliation Week next year .
St Augustine’s will be held Friday 26th May 2023
starting at 10.30, followed by Mass and then a cuppa.
St Monica’s will be Friday 2nd June 2023 also starting
at 10.30, also followed by mass then a cuppa.
We hope as many of you attend this unique happening
as can manage it. There will be more on this as time
marches on.
God Bless,
Tony

Peter Ford - Carpentry & Property Maintenance Service

