Treasures in the Elderly
Thoughts from
Pope Francis
“The alliance between the elderly
and children will save the human
family," Pope says forcefully.

The words of Pope Francis in the
general audience of August 17
seemed to become reality, as a
small child – whom the Pope
described as courageous – insisted
on joining him on stage.
The child brought a big smile to
the Holy Father. He stood still and
quiet, as the Pope put a comforting
hand on his shoulder and patted
his head. The five-year-old stayed
attentive up to the final prayer and
apostolic blessing.
“In the general audience, we’ve
spoken of the dialogue between the
elderly, and” — indicating the child
with his hands — “young people,”
the Pope said with a smile. During
the audience, the Pope had strongly
emphasized the need for this
dialogue.
The alliance – and I am
saying
alliance
–
the
alliance between the elderly and
children, will save the human family.
There is a future where children,
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where young people speak with
the elderly. If this dialogue does
not take place between the
elderly and the young, the future
cannot be clearly seen. The
alliance between the elderly and
children will save the human family.
The Pope noted how the elderly
have a special influence with
children: “The witness of the elderly
is credible to children. Young
people and adults are not capable of
bearing witness in such an authentic,
tender, poignant way, as elderly
people can.”
And he added:
“It is painful – and harmful – to
see that the ages of life are
conceived of as separate worlds, in
competition
among
themselves,
each one seeking to live at the
expense of the other: this is not
right.”

Death: When the beautiful part
starts
The Holy Father spoke of the
“difficult passage” of death — “All of
us must go there, but it is not easy.”
But, he said, with death we “throw
away the clock.” “The beautiful part
of life, which has no more deadlines,
begins precisely then,” he said.

in the context of the Scripture
recounting Daniel’s dream, which he
related to the first chapter of
Revelation.
“Fear not, I am the first and the
last, and the living one. I died, and
behold, I am alive forevermore”
(vv.17-18). Thus disappears the last
barrier of fear and anguish that
a theophany has always provoked.
The Living One reassures us, he
gives us security. He too died, but
now occupies the place destined for
him – the First and the Last place.

A Papal Plea
Can we please give back to
children, who need to learn to be
born, the tender witness of the
elderly who possess the wisdom of
dying?
Will this humanity, which
with all its progress seems to be an
adolescent born yesterday, be able
to retrieve the grace of an old age
that holds firmly to the horizon of our
destination? […] Let us think about
dialogue, about the alliance between
the elderly and children, of the
elderly with young people, and let us
do it in such a way that this bond is
not broken. May the elderly have the
joy of speaking, of expressing
themselves with the young, and may
the young seek out the elderly to
receive the wisdom of life from them.

The Pope’s audience was placed

Maureen Delarue

In 1984, Fr Brady had a mission at St Monica’s, Tugun, and Nell Fraser
responded by using her home for a gathering. It was here she met Maureen
and her husband Alf, and they all became very good friends. They shared
wonderful times together and shared sad times as well. When both lost their
husbands, they were there for each other. A number of years later Maureen
re-married a lifelong friend of Jock’s and Nell’s, John Delarue, and Nell and
Jock had the pleasure of being Matron of Honour and Best Man.
Maureen, together with Bev Bailey, Nell Fraser, Claire Smith (Fr Kevin’s mother) celebrated
Maureen’s 80th birthday in Sydney, in a beautiful hotel, sharing many laughs!

As Maureen aged, she moved to Sydney to be closer to family, but managed to come back
each six months to catch up with her friends enjoying time at Twin Towns Resort together until
they could no longer travel, then using the phone to keep in touch.

Organists Barry
Bailey and Maureen
Delarue tickle the new
digitally enhanced
Ivories at St
Augustine’s Church.

Maureen played the organ at St Monica’s for many years, while sharing her talents, teaching others to play the organ,
with the congregation at St Augustine’s benefitting from her skills and friendship until just before she left to go South.
Maureen also worked alongside others in the Altar Society. Many will miss Maureen’s friendship! Rest in Peace!
In Loving Memory of the Hanney Family
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Some Christmas Traditions
The Heart of Christmas
There are many traditions that surround Christmas,
some are ancient and some are more modern, some are
a result of Christian Tradition whilst others are commercial,
or of pagan tradition. For Christian families, the joyous
event of the birth of Christ is at the centre of everything
done during Christmas.
Whatever we do during the Christmas season should
help us to live our faith more fully, a faith where Christ
is at its centre. It is a time for friends and family to
meet together.

The Crib
The representation of the
scene of the Nativity is a
tradition that is almost a
thousand years old. In 1223,
St Francis of Assisi decided
to celebrate Christmas in a
special way. His aim was to
help people call to mind the poor surroundings where
Jesus was born.

In the town of Greccio, and with the help of a local
landowner, a nativity scene was set up with a stable,
animals and straw. At night time, people with candles
and torches came from all around to attend Holy Mass
by the crib, and seeing the scene, be reminded of
God's love for us all when He sent his only son to be
born in the poverty of a manger.
Recreating the scene in Bethlehem soon became very
popular. Many places to this day present the scene with
real animals and people. In reality, St Francis’ idea has
spread in a simplified form in homes and churches all
around the world. Preparing the crib is a perfect way to
inspire devotion to Jesus because the crib contains a
beautiful meditation on the whole life of Christ. The wood
of the manger reminds us of the wood on the cross on
which the adult Christ will suffer and die. The cave or
stable reminds us of a tomb from which He will rise. Lastly,
the baby Jesus sleeps in a place from which creatures take

their food, reminding us that in the Eucharist, Jesus himself
becomes our food.

The Christmas Tree
The Christmas Tree is said to have
originated in Germany, but it is likely
that it goes back further in time
and has been linked to pagan
practices. Its Christian significance
seems related to St Boniface, the
English saint who converted Germany to Christianity
in the 8th Century. He is said to have chopped down a
sacred oak tree and replaced it with a fir, a tree which
pointed up to God, whose everlasting love was symbolised
by the evergreen tree.
Pope John Paul 11 had a great liking for this tradition
and ensured that one was placed in the centre of
St Peter’s Square every year. He said, “The Christian
Tree is a very ancient custom, which exalts the value of
life, as in winter the evergreen becomes a sign of undying
life. It reminds us of the tree of life.” (Refer Genesis 2:9)
For some, the baubles on the tree are reminders
of apples on the tree in the Garden of Eden. On the top
of the tree, a star can be a reminder of the star of
Bethlehem, or an angel, a reminder of those angels
who announced Christ’s birth to the Shepherds.

Holly
Holly is very much present at
Christmas time, be it in Advent
wreaths, on cards or garnishing
Christmas Puddings. The holly’s
sharp leaves are a reminder of the
Crown of Thorns which Jesus wore
during the Passion, while the red berries remind us of the
blood that He shed for us all.
While at Christmas we remember the birth of Christ,
we must never forget that Christ came on earth to
suffer, die and rise again for our salvation.

St Vinnies Christmas appeal approaching!
Please remember to help those less fortunate around you !

T hanks!!!

{cont’d from page 3}

Unfortunately the attending paramedic was badly injured although he recovered well . Happily, the
driver received only minor injuries. There is a saying that if you want something done, ask a busy
person. On top of all her other jobs, Del joined the Pink Ladies, a group who volunteered their services
at the Tweed Hospital. After her husband Roy died, Del looked around for something else to do and
decided to undertake a Pastoral Care Course with Southern Cross Health in 2013. When this was
completed Del volunteered as a Pastoral Carer at St Joseph’s Aged Care Facility in South Tweed
between 2013-2019. In Del’s words, she says that she has had a fortunate life surrounded by many
good people. However, we, in our parish, have certainly been blessed to have been given someone as inspirational as
Del. Thank you for all your hard work. Your legacy will live on.

" Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing"
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School News

Grandparents’ Day
On Friday October 28 we celebrated Grandparents Day
at St Augustine's. It was a wonderful morning with over 200
grandparents arriving at school at 8:30 with extremely
proud and happy faces. The children and staff were
delighted that so many grandparents and special friends
came to see their work and show off the school.

The grandparents were treated to the children showing
their work, and being entertained. After morning tea,
over lots of stories and sharing, the grandparents left
with many happy memories and an understanding
of what the little ones in their lives are learning.
There were so many
positive comments and we
appreciate the effort that
all the visitors went to in
making time to visit.
Thank you all for
coming and
celebrating with us.

Christmas in Ukraine

Blessing
During this
most
special
season, let us
remember the
people
of
Ukraine.
For
them,
Christmas
is
either celebrated on 25 December or 7 January,
depending upon whether they belong to one of the
Orthodox Churches, or the Greek Church.
One traditional meal is cooked on Christmas Eve,
Sviat Vechir. It is composed of 12 lean dishes which
symbolise the 12 Apostles. This is made by family
members. The meal can only be eaten when the first
star appears in the night sky as Christmas Eve ends the
period of fasting.
May the Lord bless and comfort all those families
who cannot be together this Christmastime.

Proudly Printed & sponsored By

If you have any
articles, please
submit for our
Easter edition,
or if space does not
allow, for following
editions.
With thanks from the
AM Committee: Nicola
Hanzic, Peter Cossins,
Brenda Hindmarsh,
Sharon Cabban,
Chris Mason

May you be blessed when you
feel especially disorganized,
when the disarray of your life
overcomes you and chaos
reigns over your day.
In those times may you
experience God wading
through with you and
helping you discern the
pieces of your life that
are important for your
fulfilment and happiness.
Thus may you come to order
and peace, focused on the
God who loves you and
accompanies you.
May the God of Order
bless you.
--Maxine Shonk, OP

12 Nuban Rd, Currumbin Ph 5598 1005
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Blessings
Celebrations!
The following celebrations have blessed our Parish
life since our last edition. Please let us know your
important occasions so that we can publish them
and acknowledge significant events in our Parish.
Happy Birthday to
95th

90th
85th

60th

80th

70th

Margaret Scanlon - 95yrs
Mary Lems - 90yrs
Nell De Graaf - 90yrs 70th
Pierre Chaperon - 87yrs
Gabrielle Ford - 85yrs
Iris Hanney - 84 yrs
Carol Kirk - 80yrs

We mourn with the loved ones
and pray for the following members
of the Faith community
who have died.
Jonathon Swan
Selma Picone
Denis Finn
Lena Watt
Peter Nichols
Alan King

Bernadette Nixon ( NZ)
Sr. Shirley Meares RSM
Valerie Fletcher

Baptisms

Congratulations to all celebrating
a wedding anniversary.

Blessings on all those who have
recently been married.
Ben Johnston & Tamara Marshall
Jack Stickley & Anna Chatterton
Jacob Hurney & Brittany Falco

We welcome the following who
have recently become members
of our Faith family.
Boston Bailey
Brooklyn Reading
Bronte Tapiolas
Bryxton Tapiolas
Olive Graham

Dylan Gartner
Taj Oksanen

Lieutenant
Philip
Mountbatten
at
Queen Elizabeth II Westminster Abbey.
Prince Philip was the
1926-2022
youngest child of
Princess Alice of
The death of Queen Elizabeth II,
Battenberg and Prince Andrew of
on 8 September, 2022, marks an
Greece and Denmark
unprecedented time for the people of
When Princess Elizabeth was 25,
the United Kingdom in particular, and
she ascended the throne upon the
for members of the Commonwealth
death of her father on 6 February,
everywhere.
1952. However her coronation took
Elizabeth
Alexandra
Mary
of
place the next year in Westminster,
Windsor was born on 21 April, 1926.
and this was the first Coronation to be
With the abdication of her Uncle,
broadcast on television. It was an
Edward VIII in 1936, Elizabeth became
elaborate affair and steeped in
first in line to the throne after her father
tradition.
became King George VI.
Over the years, the Queen and
On her 21st birthday, Elizabeth
Prince Philip had four children, Prince
famously declared in a radio address,
Charles, Princess Anne, Prince
“I declare before you that my whole
Andrew and Prince Edward. Like
life, whether it shall be long or short,
families everywhere, the Royal Family
shall be devoted to your service.”
was not without its dramas and
scandals.
On 20 November, 1947, Princess
At an event to celebrate their
Elizabeth married the love of her life,

Vale

Queen ElizabethMaureen Delarue
Dawn Meyer
James Hendry
Noel O’Connor
Mal Cossins

Patricia Kierans
Kerrin Kenny
Joan Nunan

Anne Bateman

Wedding Anniversary

Marriages

Michael Hart
Kenneth Newman
Paul Egan
Anne Canny
Jacob Bellamy
Frank Mitchell

Luca Bartlett
Peyton Dansey
Goldie Christoffel
Matilda Christoffel
Zadie Wells
Clay Croker

Golden Wedding Anniversary, the
Queen shared details on her marriage
to Prince Philip saying, “He has, quite
simply, been my strength and stay
all these years.”
It needs to be
remembered that Prince Philip had
given up his Naval career to support
her and was at her side for
every major event in her life, walking
two steps behind her as was protocol.
The Queen travelled extensively
and quickly established a reputation
for taking a deep interest in
government affairs.
Queen Elizabeth will be laid to rest
with her parents and sister in in the
King George VI Memorial Chapel
within the Windsor castle walls.
Prince Philip will be transferred and
will join his wife in their final resting
place.
Queen Elizabeth was a
remarkable woman, dearly
loved by her family.

At home in Heaven, loved members of the Cabban, Harvey, Taylor and Walker families.
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Pictorial display of Fr John’s time in Parish from 2012

Community Bank
Tugun 5559 5700
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From the Editor’s Desk
There is plenty to be said
about all our lives and our
changing world today. Our
Queen has died, people get
crushed to death in the
street, shot or stabbed for no
reason, fall off bridges; and
are generally left to suffer
because of the many selfish
acts pursued by many. We
have new diseases, and, worst
of all, we have missed seeing
Max (Fr John’s faithful an
obedient dog - now long
deceased) sitting quietly at
the side of the Altar during
Mass! And, on top of that, our
familiar and beloved Parish
Priest, Fr John Scarrott, will
retire by this Christmas and
leave our company.
It would be easy for any
of us to react to all these
negatives and feel downtrodden, or resentful. But, we
can console ourselves by looking back over Fr John’s selfless service to all of us (and
many others). We will miss his
memorable and well-thought
out sermons; and his ready
availability
across
this
Tugun—Coolangatta expanse
with strong faith, compassion
and good humour. He did
slow
down
as
his
walking became more difficult
but, he never left us short!
And,
of
course,
his
inspiration is Jesus, whom we
celebrate being born each
Christmas Day — who had a
humble
upbringing
and
suffered so much for each and
every person who was ever
born, so that each one may
find the road to the best life

by Peter Cossins

to come — our Eternal Life
in Heaven. Our problem is
that we cannot sense the
depth of Jesus’ suffering and
sacrifices for us. We allow
Satan to make us think that
this life is the most important,
and
our
comforts
and
enjoyment are the priority in
this ‘look after number one’
WORLD! We go to Mass each
Sunday
and
occasional
Sacraments and think that
should do.
That love for us, that Jesus
persisted with under enormous
pressure, is designed to take
the pressure away from us.
Surrendering to the enormous
Love that Jesus has for us,
is like our thinking when we
buy a Powerball ticket in
a multi–million dollar draw.
It gives us hope where it
normally wouldn't exist, and
we don’t complain about the
sacrifices we made to afford
the tickets! So, let’s just focus
upon leaving all our anxieties
in the hands of Jesus and
Mother Mary. When you do this,
you will be so surprised how this
Heavenly Love will provide
solutions that you did not
expect. That way, you can focus
your
time
and
mental
energy on looking for ways to
help everyone around you,
staying positive, and even
helping out across our Parish!
So many opportunities to win the
Heaven jackpot!
Read this
magazine again, look at those
who contribute to get ideas on
how you could help out! And
give thanks for those who do
already!
HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERONE!
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